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Semisonic Band from Minnesota
Historical Information
Semisonic is an American rock band that was formed in 1995 in Minneapolis, Minnesota. Then band consists of three members, Dan Wilson who happens to be the lead vocalist, John Munson, a bass guitarist, and Jacob Slichter, in charge of drum and keyboards. Their best song is 1998’s single “Closing Time.” The lead artist in Semisonic, Dan Wilson was previously a member of a band known as Trip Shakespeare before he formed the Semisonic band together with John Munson and Jacob Slichter. After the 1998 single hit that made the top 50 charts in the United States, Semisonic started getting recognition and performing outside the United States. 
In 1999, for instance, their song “Secret Smile” became a major hit in the UK singles chart (Roberts, 2006, p. 488). However, in early 2001, the band split after they released their third album, “All About Chemistry.” It was until 2017 when the band reunited back in Minneapolis where they started in 1995. The reunion was characterized by a series of shows including the 14th June show in St, Paul as well as 16th June shows in Minneapolis. After that, there were a series of shows that they performed later in different places in Minnesota. Even though the band had been separated for almost a decade, the lead artist and the man behind the formation of the band, Dan Wilson never stopped the music. According to Schlansky (2019), Dan Wilson may have left the band, but definitely not music. He is still a songwriter and working with other musicians to produce more songs.
Musical Characteristics of Semisonic Band
Semisonic’s song could be categorized under alternative rock music. Alternative rock is a branch of the rock genre that started and became widely popular in the 1990s. This was the term that was mainly used to describe the bands that operated and were started during this time. Semisonic being one of them gained popularity as this age advanced. Even though alternative rock does not refer to one specific style, the genres are joined together by a common feature described as debt to punk (Thompson, 2000). The name alternative emerged in the 1980s to describe the punk-rock inspired music and bands. At that time, alternative rock sub-genre had already started getting attention. But, it was until the 1990s that this term became generally used to describe all phrases for rock music. However, the difference between alternative rock and the original rock music is that the alternative tried to integrate some aspects from the new and post-modern musical elements including its appeal to the younger generation.
Anthony Carew explains the elements and features of alternative music that would help understand the musical characteristics of the Semisonic band. According to Carew (2018), the alternative like the name suggests means something new and different from the conventional style. The same way, alternative music that emerged in the 1980s and became popular at the beginning of the 1990s sought to establish a different path in music including moving away from the orthodoxy, status quo, repressive politics, racism, sexism, and classism. The alternative music sought to create its own identity that was different from the conventional sets that existed then. Semisonic is such a band that sought to create its own identity from the rock bands that existed.
Why I enjoy the Songs by Semisonic Band
I have always listened to rock music right when I was a child. When I was about five, I would take my father’s radio and listen to rock shows in the evening. That is how I became a lover of rock music and as I kept listening to the shows, I got struck by the alternative rock genre as I would later learn. Initially, I knew that all rock music was the same and there would be no difference until I started this course that I learned to separate them. The first song that I heard from Semisonic bad was “Down in Flames” from the album known as “Great Divide.” I used to hear the music on the radio but could not separate the artists from the other rock artists. However, when I became older and started focusing on this kind of music, it became clear to me that I loved alternative rock music, especially Semisonic’s songs.
I enjoy the alternative rock music by the Semisonic band because they express issues that youngsters associate with and experience. Teenage angst and isolation are some of the issues that young people experience and some of them fail to go through it well because they lack a guardian or guideline to set them on the right path. One such song is “Down the Flames” which is hard rock music that expresses rage through the driving beat as well as piercing lyrics. Alternative rock, unlike the other musical genres, provides the listeners with a deep touch of feelings of loss, regret, or hurt. As such, I love this kind of music because it serves as an instrumental tool in the emotional healing process as well as grief. I became more involved with this kind of music after I lost my father in 2002. I remember when I heard the band’s song “Closing Time” I was about fifteen and I could not make out the meaning of the song. Until I started listening closely when I noted that the song would be fundamental in helping me go through the angst and isolation that I was going through after the death of my father.
Description of the Chosen Song: Closing Time
“Closing Time” is a kind of music that I would describe as a song with a memorable melody because it is a song that one can sing when you are alone. Based on the big six, the rhythmic structural pulse of “Closing Time” makes it easy for one to follow. Also, the faster tempo of the beat defines the alternative rock features of this song. Unlike the original rock usic that have high pitch to listen to, Semisonic’s Closing Time’s pitch is a smooth due to the homophonic texture, which helps to achieve consonance harmony in the song. Further, the combination of instruments that Semisonic used in this song makes the tone color or timbre produces a brilliant tone, especially from the guitar which evokes a certain atmosphere on the audience. Semisonic uses standard instruments used in rock music such as electric guitar and drum set. “Closing Time” does not refer only to the closing time of a bar as it was designed to be used in Semisonic’s band. The song has a deeper meaning; it explores the individual’s ability to expand his or her area of success and prosperity by exploring what is out in the world.
In conclusion, the Semisonic band may have broken and separated by their music still lives in the heart of many people including myself. This essay has examined the history, the song, and the musical features of Semisonic’s alternative rock music. I believe that the way their music changed my life, it has also changed and touched other people’s lives elsewhere. “Closing Time” is one of such songs that have helped me go through some difficult times and I believe that its smooth and conjunct melody can help many youngsters go through angst and isolation as well as other life issues. 
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